‘HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION
OF THE CELEBRATED CHART

OF

Faan de la. eaﬁa

& P ur first Mapa-Mundi, extant is, undoubted] ¥, the very
&1, interesting one, which we owe to the practical science
9% and skill of the consummate Cosmographer Juan de
la Cosa, preserved, nay, almost venerated in the Naval
Museum of Madrid. )

This invaluable original document is drawn on parchment,
comprising two sheets, conuected at the smaller ends, and
Would form a rectangular surface of 1m. 83 in length by
0 m. 96 in height, were it not for the rounding at the top,
with the object, doubtless, of giving a more pleasing appear-
ance to the ensemble, and of suppressing the space destined
to be filled up with the yet unknown regions of the newly
discovered American Conlinent.

Of this rectangular figure the tropical «Cancers is made
to serve as the larger axis—the higher extremity being the
‘Western Cardinal point, in which, in contact with the arch
of the circle that forms the border of the document, there is
another small rectangle, in the fashion of a picture within
a frame, which contains a likeness of Saint Christoper in




the act of crossing the river, holding a huge pine staft and
carrying the Child Jesus on his shoulders—an evident
allusion to Christopher Columbns. It is supposed by many
that the face of the Saintis a true portrait of the Admiral;
and. in truth, the arguments are as strong io favor of this
belief as against it. '

At the foot of the little square. containing this effigy,
there is an inscription that runs as follows: «Juan de la Cosa
1z fizo en €l puerto de S. m.™ en el aiio de 1500.» (Drawn by
Juan de la Cosa in Port Saint Mary in the year 1500.)

A little lower down, on the axis line, there is a large
Rosette, or Mariner’s Compass, of sizteen points or directions,
and also ap image of Qur Lady, but not drawn by the same
hand as that which designed the Saint Christopher picture.
This is easily discernible not only from ihe greater perfec-
tion in the drawing, but from the fact that the picture of Our
Lady is & cutting from a paper engraving, pasted on the
parchment, and illuminated with colours to match the rest
of the work,

The artist munst have proceeded in the same fashion with
regard to the Royal Arms Escutcheon, which must bhave
fallen off,’or been taken, purposely, from the Map, the little
.gquare space it occupied only remaining.

Although the drawing in the pictures is not very fine,
yet the Chart, in minute details, is the work of patient
labour; and the rich illumination in gold and colours is of the
superior class of work of those times, and, compared with our
modern engravings, is Wwhat miniature Bibles are to
printed ones.

But where the extreme care of the cartographer is evinced,
is in the beauty and distinctness of the inscriptions, Wwritten
sn ink of diverse colours, especially the principal names of
the parts of the world, Africa, Europe, Asia. and, in the
centre, Mare Oceanwm, which is fancifully and elegantly
fraced.

In all the spaces of Inland, where there is no danger of
confusing the directions or sailing courses, useiul tfor fthe
guidance of the Navigator, the painter of the Map gave scope
fe more capricious colouring, locating in the cities of impor=-
tance and in the Ports of greater concourse, figures- of chur-
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<hes, castles, walls, and fanciful buildings. In each kingdom
he draws effigies of the reigning sovereigns, adorned with the
fnsi-gnia. of their office, and some of them seated on thrones.

In Babylon he places the renowned Tower; on the zonfines of
the Red Sea, the Queen of Sheba, brandishing a sword: and

the three Wise Men, or Magi, mounted on their steeds, cross-

ing Asia towardes Syria, guided by the star; and, what is

particularly worthy of attention (on the Eastern extremity
within the domains of the Great Genghis Kan) are the two

figures, the one of 2 man without a head, with his eves’in

his chest, and his mouth in his stomach; and the other with

the snout of a dog. The inscriptions attached to thece figures

“R. Got,, “R. Magot,, may be taken to refer to “Gog, Magog,,

of the Bible; and may, at the same time represent those

monsters which Columbus, in his first voyage, understood to

exist in Cuba, and which, in his imagination, he confounded

‘with the lands of Cipango and Cathay, described by Marco

Polo in the account of his adventures. -

L.a Cosa gketched, also, on his Map the ships and caravels
of his day, according to their respective nationality; and,
following the custom of the times, he uses flags to distinguish
the limits and possessions of Ports and Islands.

«This circumstance alone would be sufficient, says Fer-
nandez Duro, from whom we take this information, to render
Lia Cosa’s Map of immense value, as no doubts can exist as
to the authercticity of-every particular iadicated thereon; and
History , Archeeology, and Ethnogragphy shall receive a boon
the day that this Map becomes faithfully reproduced, on its
natural scale, and can be studied with greater attention and
leisure than has hitherto been possible.»

This opportunity is now afforded by the grand publication
of this Map which sefior Canovas Vallejo and Professor
Traynor of Madrid are now giving to the world.

To rander the decoration more complete, and to assist in
calculating the sailing course, lines are drawn from the
Rossette, or Mariner’s. Compass, in various colours which, in
their pristine state, must have been pleasing to the eye.
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- g Chart is not drawn to scale, nor in strict conformity
#3° with modern Maps as to figure; so that it is some-
what difficulf to verifyin detail and deterinine minutely
some of the places, owing, not so muech to the {facilities of
analytic comparison with modern documents, ags on account
of the ravages of fime, which have somewhat altered the
configuration of the Map and thenames of the places, although
itiis not, in general, in bad state of conservation. It com-
prises, entire, Europe and Africa, n large porfion of Asia,
and is drawn with wonderful perfection.considering thetimes.
Nothing seems to have escaped the attention of the cartogra-
pher in his sketch of what must be justly considered a «Mapa
Mundi,» or a frue representation of the world as explored by
Europeans at the end of the xv Century.

But what gives special importance to this Map, what raiszes
this piece of parchment to the category of an Historical «Mo-
nument,» is its presenting to us the West Indies af the mo-
ment of their discovery; showing the first lands explored; and
depicting the Islands of the Antillesand the American Con-
tinent, from the River Amazon to the [sthmus of Panama,
with a relative frutlifulness that speaks highly in favor of the
skill of the Spanish Navigators at the time of laying this
foundation stone in the history of their wonderful Maritime
Expeditions.

The Map preserves the primitive names of the places,
among which may be pointed, out as curiosities, some of the
principal ones, such as «Costa Anegaday (Submerged Coast),
and « Mare Dulce» (Fresh Water Sea), which struek their sight
at the Delta of the River Orinoco: «Costa de las Perias» (Coast.
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of Pearls), and «/sla de AMargalida» (Pearl Island), given to
the place where the Spaniards bartered for this { avorite orna-
ment of the fair sex: «Isla del Brasil (Isle of Brazil) where
theyv obtained specimens of the die woods then called by that
name: ¢«Bocas del Dragon» (Dragon’s mouth) at Trinidad,
where the Current's dreadfull roar was heard: « Venezuelas
(Little Venice) in the Gulf of Maricaibo., where they saw what
appeared to them towns built upon the waters. Other places
‘were named according to the imnressions produced on the
senses of the discoverers; such as, «Jfsla de Gigantes» (lsle of
Giants); «Cabo de Speras (Cape of Waiting); JIsla de Posesion»
(Isle of Possession); «Rio de Vacia-darriles» (River of Emptying
barrels; «Calo Fleckado» (Arrow pointed Cape); «Rio de la
Holganza» (River of Laziness); efc. ete,

It is rather suprising that La Cosa should be aecquainted
with the voyages made by Sebastian Cabot, in 1497, with
sufficient details to sketeh the Coast which he calls « Mar des-
cubierto por ingleses» (Sea discovered by the English), that is
Nova Scotia and Labrador; with other names that have not
been preserved, such as «Cabo de Jnglaterray (Cape England);
«Lisarter (Lizard); «San Jorge» (Saint George); «Sante Lucias
{(Saint L.uey)... And, what is still more surprising. La Cosa
makes Cuoba appear on his Map as an igland, Columbus him-
self never was aware of Cuba being an island: mor was this
satisfactorily ascertained until Nicolés de Ovando, Knight,
‘was sent out by order of king Ferdinand with special instruc-
tions for Sebastidan de Ocampo to sail roued it, which he did
in 1508. Herrera, quotingthe originaldoeument, which existed
in the Council of the Indies, relates this fact in his Decada I,
vook 7., Cbap. 1. Yet it iz evident that La Cosa knew that
Cuba was an island eight years earlier.

Taking into consideration the rude instruments of N aviga=-
tion of those times, and the scant store of material for such
work then carried on board, in would be too much to expecth
that the geographical position of the localities should be
absolutely correct, and in strict acecordance with ‘what hidro=-
graphers, after the lapse of 400 years, and with great labor,
have fixed with scientific exaectness. It is, precisely, on
account of the amount of labor and advancement that have
been requisite to arrive at perfection in geographical science,



that we ecan appreciate the work of La Cosa, who, by this
single Map, as observed by Ferndndez Duro, has immortalised

his name.

111

1} 1ie celebrated Map was finished in October 1500, just:
j - at the close of the Middle Ages, and at the dawn of the
& ] xvi Century.

From the hands of their Moat Catholic Majesties, it passed
.into tha Archives of the Trading Department of Seville (Casa-
de Contratacion de Sevilla), where by order of king Ferdinand,.
all such documents were kept, as = sort of «Registry», locked
‘up=~in “a safe to which there were three independent keys.
From there it was transferred to the Archives of the Indies,.
along with all the documenis, Plans, Maps, etc., of the an-
cient.:Trading Department» (Casa de Contratacidn). 1. is_pro-
-pable il feund its wany from thero into some Monastery, which
is not strange, if we cons’der theinflucnce of the Monastic
Institutions and Cliurchmen of those times, .and the interest
thev fook in all mnatters of scicnce and liternture.
+ Pedro Marticr Angleria relates that, in a visit he made to
Bishop of .Burgos, Juan Fonseca, in 1514, he saw in the
Chamber of the Prelate a beautiful Marine Chart of Juan de
la Cosa. Pedro Martir Angleria givee no description of this
Chart; so that we cannot freely assert that it is the same one
“we new posscss, Y et it would be hazardous to deny the possi-
bility of its being the same; for Fonseca had been the Presi-
dent of the «Casa de Contratacions of Seville; and we have
here 'a proof of the facilities for Maps and Charts ordered by
King Fardinand to be kept in the Archives of snid «Casa
de ‘Contratacién», to find their way into Bishéops palaces.
‘And-the fact mentioned by Pedro Martlir Angleria goes far to-
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explain the disappearance of this valuable Map of La Casa,
which waa stolen and eairied into France, if not during the
Peninsular war. as stated by a lenrned writer, at leest in {time
to be discovered in a sale room by the well known geogrupher
Baron Walckenaer, who at onze bought it up, to add tc his
Collection of Maps, Charts, Plans, and all such interesting
curiosiliies, for the scientific studies to which he devoted his
time and talents.

The Baron was at the time Minister for Holland at Paris;
and no sooner had he got hold of this famous Map of the
renowned Sparnigh Pilot, than he presented it with great show
and praises, to the cirele of bibliophilists by whon he was
constantly surrounded. He made honorable menfion of it in
the translation of Pinkerfon's Works, and permitted it to be
inspected and copied by =all those who bad a taste for snch
studies.

The first who availed himself of this generosity was the
jillustrious Baron Humboldt, whe has spoken at some length
on this Map of Juan de la Cosa in the Infroduction and Vib
volume of his « Ezamen crifigue de I’ kistoire de la Geographie du
Nouveau Continent;» and caused a «fac-simile» reproduction of
it to appear ln 1he Geographical and Physical Aflas of his
Travels.

M. Jomard, Curator of the Cartographic Department of the
Imperial Library of Paris, had avpother reproduction of it
made, in ink only, which forms part of «La Coliection des Mo-
numents dela Geographie du Moyen Age.»

Viscount Santarem, in the great work le directed by order
of the Portuguese Government, confined himself to copying
from it the part appertaining to Africa.

M. Charton inserted in his «Voyages Anciens el Moderns»,
engraved on wood, the part of America, on a reduced scale,
confining himself, in the text, to the opinion of M. Denis,
(« Nouvelle Biographie Genérale») who is an enthusiastic admi-
rerof the Map of Juandela Cosa, which he calls ¢«a Monu-
ment of the Primitive Cartography of the New World.»

MM. Terneaux, Compans, and La Rogquette are of the same
opinion; as well as all wrifers as have had occasion to refer
to this Map. And M. Vivien de Saint Martin endorses these
general opinions in his « Histoire de la Geographies, wherein be

Y
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sayes: «Juan de la Cosa, one of the most expert mariners and
able cartographers of his time, has left us a Geographical
Monument which immortalises his name; inasmuch as it isa
Mapa-Mundi, representing, in an admirable manner, the
countries known in his time, not only of the New Western
‘Begions but of the Globe.»

The above quotation, like numerous others in relation to
Juan de la Cosa, we have franscribed from Fernandez Dure,
who, howerer, as remarked by Leguina, and .as verified by
eurselves, absolutely contradicts what is stated in said quo-
tation, when he says, in his article on Juan de 1a Cosa, in the
great Work «<Museo Espafiol de Antigiedades:» «It is not
possible to admit that any one who treats of Geography in
the present day should be ignorant of the existence of a
Document of such importance; and yet we have to count
among the number of those that omit it a recent Work of
M. Vivien de Saint Martin —a work of some pretensions, as
revealed by its title, its lavish typographical beauty, with
chromo-lithographed Atlas; purporting to give an idea of the
Charts of the greatest anfiquity and merit, yet without even
mentioning that of Juan de la Cosa.»

Notwitbstanding this contradietion, we are inclined to
think that the first mentioued guotation from Vivien de SBaint
Martio is more like the truth; although Sr. Duro did not
express his other opinion until recently.

IV

_._,—" : F HE Map reinained in possession of Baron Walckenaer
r_E until the year 1853, when his bibliophilist friends heard
Y that he had died suddenly, and that the valuable doecu-
ments belonging to the learned Baron would be, at once,

put up to public anection. The sale was advertised for the 12th
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of April, and the Catalogue, describing the rare and curious
documents, placed at the head of the list the Chbart of Juan
de la Cosa, which the learned Baron bhad gualified as «the
most interesting Geographical Drawing that wehave inherited
from the Middle Ages.»

Sefier Ramén de la Sagra, author of the «Polificel and
Natwral History of the Island of Cubay,—an intimate friend of
the Baron, and a great admirer of the Cosa Map, of which he
had not only made mention in the preface of his work, but
had a sketh taken of it in the part referring to the New world,
which he annexed to his work—as soon as he heard of the
sale, broke the matfer to several influential Spaniards, and
addressed an official communication to the Ministerof Marine,
sugresting that it was both just and advisable to restore to
Spain this invaluable original Map, which contained the
proofs of the scientific knowledge possessed by the Spanish
‘Marinere, Companions of Columbue in the discovery and ex-
ploration of the West Indies. The Minister of Marine at once
communicated the news to the Minister of State, requesting
that, through the Spanish Legation at Paris, the Map of La
Cosa should be bought for' account of the Hydrographie De-
partment of Madrid, in whose Archives it should he placed, La
Sagra was commissioned to assistat the sale; and after many
difficnlties a: d misgivings (for several private individials
Englishmen (1) and Russians, and even a representafive of
the Imperial Library of Paris, appeared at the sale and kept
bidding for the Map until the price went up to 4.321 francs)
it was, at last, secured by La Sagra, who, when be got poss-
ession of it, did not mind confessing, in the presence of all
who heard him, that he had been determined to have the Map
at any price, without any limitation whatsoever; as the
matter was opne in which the «amour propre» of the Spanish
Government was concerned. Thus the Map was restored to
Spain, and was exposed to public curiosity in the Naval Mu-
geum of Madrid, in the Department of Discoverers and Illus-

(1) One of these was our present subscriber, Mr. Stevens of London, who offered
&, COO francs for 11,









